
E X E C U T I O N  O F  C H A R L E S  I

Produced by  S ir  Thomas Ty ldes ley 's  Regiment                      ht tps ://thomas-ty ldes leys .co .uk/

Look careful ly  at  the pr int .  This  was publ ished in  1649 to  tel l  people
about  Charles '  execution.  Spot  the fol lowing in  the image.  

-  The  execut ioner               -  Char les '  soul  be ing  carr ied  
                to  heaven

 
-  The so ld iers  ho ld ing        -  The  woman who has  fa inted
  the  crowd back                  f rom shock
 

 Do you think that  the art ist  supported Charles  or  Parl iament?  Why?

After  the  Roya l is t  defeat ,  Par l iament  had to  dec ide  what  to  do wi th  the  k ing .
Many people  in  Par l iament  d id  not  t rust  Char les  so  put  h im on t r ia l  for  t reason
(betray ing  the  k ing  and country ) .  Af ter  hear ing  ev idence aga inst  Char les ,  the
judges  sentenced him to  death.  
 
However ,  many people  on Par l iament 's  s ide  were  re luctant ,  because ,  despi te
the  war ,  they  s t i l l  be l ieved that  Char les  had been appointed k ing  by  God.  Only
59 of  the  or ig ina l  132 judges  s igned the  death  warrant .  Char les  was  executed
on 30th  January  1649 outs ide  the  Banquet ing  House in  London.
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On the  day  of  h is  execut ion I  stood amongst  the crowds  in  the  s treet
before  Whi tehal l  gate ,  where  the  scaf fo ld  was  erected ,  and saw what
was done ,  but  was not  so  near  as  to  hear  anything .    The  b low I  saw
given,  and can t ru ly  say  wi th  a  sad heart ,  a t  the  instant  whereof ,  I
remember  wel l ,  there was such a  groan by the thousands then
present  as  I  never  heard before and des i re  I  may never  hear  aga in .  A
troop (of  so ld iers )  immediate ly  marched f rom Char ing  Cross  to
Westminster ,  and another  f rom Westminster  to  Char ing  Cross ,
purposely  to  disperse and scatter  the people ;  so  that  I  had much ado
amongst  the  rest  to  escape home wi thout  hurt .
 
An eyewitness  account  of  the execution of  Charles  I  from Phi l ip
Henry,  who wrote about  about  the event  in  his  diary.

'there was such a groan by the thousands

then present as I never heard before'
What  can  you  learn  about

how the  crowd fe l t  about

Char les 's  execut ion?
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W h y  d o  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  s o l d i e r s
w e r e  s e n t  ' p u r p o s e l y  t o
d i s p e r s e  a n d  s c a t t e r  t h e
p e o p l e ' ?  W h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k
t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  a f r a i d  o f
h a p p e n i n g ?

'not so near as to hear anything'

I s  t h e r e  a n y  r e a s o n
t h a t  w e  m i g h t  n o t
t r u s t  t h i s  a c c o u n t ?

'I stood amongst the crowd'/ 'I
saw what was done''

W h y  m i g h t  w e  t r u s t
P h i l i p  H e n r y ' s
a c c o u n t ?

 

A s  a  c h i l d ,  P h i l i p  H e n r y  h a d
p l a y e d  w i t h  t h e  k i n g ' s  s o n s
a s  h i s  f a t h e r  w a s  t h e
g r o u n d s k e e p e r .  D o e s  t h i s
a f f e c t  h o w  m u c h  y o u  c a n
t r u s t  t h e  s o u r c e ?  W h y ?


